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What a vear it has been! We are fortunate enough to have
celebrated our 90th vear at Walkerville Collegiate Institute this
vear, The reunion was an incredible success and was attended
by over a thousand alumni who shared great stories and
memories about their days at Walkerville. An amazing display
of Tartan pride and school spint! This year our WCCA program
performed Phantom of the Opera. The musical was outstanding
to say the least! The talem that our students have continues o
amaze me. A special thank you to all of the staff who worked
tirelessly with the students to help them reach their potential.
They say it takes a village 1o raise a child, it takes a whole
school and community to support a production like Phantom and

we managed (o do that this year,

In addition to all of that, we had some great accomplishments
in athletics. We went o SWOSSAA for Curling and came home
with a silver medal. Way to go team! Thanks so much to all o

the coaches, volunteers, parents and playvers for all of the effon

and dedication, We are fortunate to have so many opportunities

I{n |'|.|il:-. ] |1'|'.|r'|j-. ‘||"|-'iilﬂ“-\. Al OUr "hi.'I"I'-:'l."'I.

Evervone worked very hard this year and our academic achievements certainly showed that.  This could
not be accomphshed without the extra time, support and canng prov ided by our stalf. 1 am so grateful 1o
have such an incredible, dedicated and professional staff. It is because of vou that our students are able o

sel their expectanons so high and achieve them.

Finally. thanks to the students for a GREAT year. You helped create an environment in our school
where students feel safe to come and learn each and every day. You are welcoming and accepling and

make everyone feel comfortable with who they are as an individual. Thank you for being who you are,

Looking forward to the 20012-13 school year! OPRRTT
Ving, Hauglon

Frincipal
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many of those special expenences and momemEs 16 think of, ket alons 1S

Bui the memories of those expenences will shape and define wou; thevll chap
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Good evening graduates, teachers, family and friends. Tonight we are
pathered here to celebrate the 2012 graduating class of Walkerville
" ] 5 E - 1 e s i T E L] H
l_{_lq llegiate _inaumq.,, Graduates, if you were not here at 5:20 tonight and
it's your third late this semester | would expect a call home. Luckily,
since it's graduation | don't think you'll get a detention.

On behalf of my classmates, | would like 1o begin by expressing a
sincere thank you to everyone who has come here tonight 1o celebrate
our achievements. Whether you are here tonight as a parent, family
member, teacher, mentor, leader or friend of one of tomghts gmduraimz -
please accept our deepest gratitude. Your love, dedication,
professionalism, guidance and suppornt have brought us 1o this very
stage, and, to you, we express our deepest appreciation.

I'o be elected as the Class Valedictorian is a tremendous honor and
1 thank you for this privilege. Through Facebook, Tumblr, YouTube,
Tweeting, texting and old fashion face-1o-face conversations, | have had
the opportunity to hear about what high school has meant to you. Tonight,
Id like to share with you some of the input our classmates h:;-n:' said 1o
fmc along with my own thoughts and, if all goes well, we should be done in an hour or two. Just kidding.

l tu.u_- realized a lot can happen in four vears. A group of people can spend four years of their lives living,
laughing, loving and leaming together in an expenence so unigue that no other gmﬂp could quite wdentify )
W ![]1 it. We entered high school as naive adolescents, some more 50 than others, .willl no idea what 1o L"'I.I,;I.."L'!
We were thrown into 2 whirlwind of change trying to talk 10 and meet as many people as we possibly could.
Even l!.mu]::h we all come from different walks of life with different dreams and aspirations, when we first
walked into Walkerville, we were united in the fact that we all had to awkwardly transition from the salet)
of childhood into the harsh reality of high school. We had to figure out who we were and what kind of |

people we wanted 1o become as we moved forward into this next chapter of our lives

After that first period of uncertain madness in the 9th grade numerous groups emerged like the drama
kids, the party kids. the smokers. band kids, art kids, dancers and the jocks (as few as they might b at our

school.) However this year as we matured, we came to realize the superficiality of cliques didn't matter.

e —

whether vou did the 24-hour Art Project, Artistic Endeavors, Phantom of the Opera, won gold at Music fest
played volley hall. soccer or curling, made it to the playoffs, did best buddies or blood donor, went to school
with an academic focus or didn't really go to school much at all. Today we can say that we did it. We've

made it through 4 years inside and outside the walls of Walkerville Collegiate Institute and we are united in

OUr SUCCESS.

It is often stated that the end of high school is the beginning of the rest of our lives. | don't agree. We have
leamned about ourselves as individuals and made friendships that we'll never find anything like again. We
have already started real life and a few times it's thrown things at us that we've had no idea how to handle.
We have lived and learned and with the suppon from the people around us during these tough 4 years we've
grown and changed into the adults that we are becoming today. We have already begun our lives, Now we're
simply going forward 1o take the next step.

[ know for a fact when 1 think back on my life, that next step always felt like it was so far into the future
that it would never come. but now It's here in front of us. We would not have been able to get here without
the help and support of our family, fnends and teachers. The staff and teachers at our school are exceptional.
It was comforting to know that there was always someonc there to help sort things out if we needed them.
They have guided us through countless classes and we take with us the valuable advice and life lessons they
have shared.

We are here today because we have eamed it, and because we handed in our community hours. As we
move forward. take all of the knowledge you've accumulated in your time here with you, whether that's
Comell notes, leaming goals, self motivation, good work habits, not to bring mace to school, how to audition
#r the football team or how to get to the drama room from the third floor. The curriculum here taught us
knowledge, the teachers taught us wisdom however, the education we've absorbed wasn't just about what we
learned in the classroom. We now know that people change and move on as life does and you have to change
and move with them keeping yourself open to inspiration, forgiveness and the eagemess Lo learn. Today we
have taken so many different paths to reach this stage tonight. No two of our high school experiences are the
same and they have all affected us differently but we are united no matter what happened before this or W hat
i« 10 come. We are and always will be the graduating class of 2012. Some of us may grow apan and continue
pur own ways whether that means post-secondary education, a year off to travel the world, going right into
the workplace or another year af Walkerville. One thing is true though- our lives will never be the same
again. We will never gather as a full group of people who so deeply influenced each other’s lives throughout
these 4 years. | would like to thank you all from the bottom of my heart for everything you have done for us
whether we've shared good memories or simply smiled at ecach other in the hallway. If you had not been a
part of our class all of our journeys here would have been very different.

If you can, try 1o remember the school motto. Nothing Without Work. Passion and w ork ethic can get you
wherever you want to go in life. Spend your life focusing on the positive, beautiful things that inspire you.
and surround yourself with people who can support you. Develop relationships with your future classmates,
coworkers. friends, family members and teachers no matier what direction life takes you and your journey
through life will be richer. 1 wish you all the best in your future endeavors, 1 hope you find what you're
looking for. So let's go. We can take on the world, going lor ard putting our best interest into our dreams to

enrich ourselves, our families, our community and our world.

M Ell._l.-.t"-"" :ﬁ!:
Valedictorian
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WORD FROM
THE EDITORS

There are many words that we could pick to describe this year, stressful, amazing, crazy, DEADLINE
ariented, and of course spirited. Today as we right this, we put another yearbook under our belts, and start
mentally preparing for the next. It was a fantastic vear! and there's no simple way of putting it. The vearbook
definitely proves our school’s motto: Nothing without work. We had a very dedicated group of yearbook
members. We would like to personally thank each and everyone of them for all their help and commitment
this year. Most importantly we would like to thank Mrs. Gale for all her help and support through this
process. Its not casy, its not simple, but its the yearbook and we want to deliver the very best for our fellow
classmates.

Working on the yearbook gave us a new perspective of how diverse this school truly is. We showcased
Phantom of the Opera, raked leaves to show what kindness looks like, reached for the top, calculated some
physics, locked ourselves in the school, had a 9th birthday party, and went curling. These events/clubs are
only the tip of iceberg when it comes to the diversity of events in our school. As yearbook members we were
very lucky to be a pan of all these wonderful events. And if you didn't see us there, its probably because we
had a camera attached to our face.

We would like to thank all the teachers, students, and
everyone involved for all their dedication and time 10 organize
these events, sports teams and clubs. While youll remember
your academics, the things you did and attended outside of class
will help to define your high school experience. Without the
amazing support of everyone, our school would not be what itis
today.

To conclude, we would like 10 congratulate the graduates,
and thank everyone for a fantastic year and we look forward 1o
the next! This is Scott Henry and Gabrielle Smith finally
submitting the last page to the yearbook!

jr.e.l’i'u"ffz?! -J'rﬁln'ﬂ
Yearbook BEditor
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