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Valedictoman
Speech

By €rik Yzeiri

| never really understond all those people in movies and chiches who would say “We made it 1t always seemed so weird
andd Take 1o me, Like “WE MADE IT?T"...Of course you didd, it's the end of high school, what were they going to do,
ctermilly hold you back™ 1t°s not that hard o make it past the finish fine. But being 1005 honest, it really was diffcult.
We've all had those duys where getting up and convincing yoursell 1o go 1o school had o be the hardest thing o do. Bl we
all dhidl it. Maybe you did it because you knew you weren' 1 alone and you had a friend waiting for you al school. Maybe you
hud & test you couldn’t miss, Maybe your purents made you go. Even if it seemed like getting up was the worst possible
thing b do, we still sl did it for our OWR Feasons. And that's why 1 stand up here grads. confidently saying “We made it
Because | finally understund that we don’t say that just becsuse we Were ever afraid of not making 1. We say it becagse it's
e last final crescendo at the end of this long road of high school that encompasscs all ihe struggles, all the hardships.
cvery single problem we've had to face, 1Us all represented with “WE MADE T

1" going 10 ik about some worse momcnis becouse we need 1o get this stufl out of the way. Everyone in this moom b :
wried 1o put a smile on their face i front of others when they didn’t really feed that way, We've had nights where wie were =
exhausted and ready wo give up, but we didn’t. There were times where life tripped yoo, and then kicked you while you were

down, And you got up, brushed yourself off, andd walked it off. Every time life threw something af us, we [found o wiy 10

hrtish it off. But there was that one thine. Something that you coakdn’t deal with. Something that hit you all at once and you

couldn’t hold on anymore and you didn’t know what o do so you just stopped. What I'm iryimg to say is that life sn't ;

perfect and sometimes iC's painfol. Do me a favour though anil think hack o grade 9. How high school was new. scary, and —
exciting, Now do the same with grade 10 and think about how we were still fizaring out how everything worked. And then ]
erade 11 where things seemed 1o take & very serious step and became midch more difficult. And this year where we ne niot

wure whild the future holds for us. This isn’t meant o depress anyone here or make them feel like high school sucked even if

it did sometimes., t's meant fo prove an important point thit we shoubd always remember in life: Life gets better. To

everyone who's been in that dark tmanel of fear and sadness, remember 10 keep going because there's always a light at the

end of that tunnel.

We've all mude memes and jokes in our time here with oor friends, our classes and our teachers and there are some big
highlights, Some of us wrole out the bee movie script arvd handed it in 05 bomework or posted it on Edsby. Others danced
on the vending miachines after sciool. And to all the grade 12 students here who ok functions, always remember the
TAVOLIERE SPECIAL. All jokes aside, | want to give o mice quick shout out 1o the eachers. We've had some really
amiting teachers who we could always uen o and it's something (o up}:mm Everyone’s had at least one teacher in the
past 4 years who mide every day a liltle easier so please a nice round o applause for the teachers. And moving on from the
teachers, o round of applause for all the wonderful ts. They 've helped us through thick and thin and made it hene with
us even iF we didn’t ilways agree with them. There's been tons more memorable moments but we'd run out of time and |
ﬂl;lﬂ;;l want Mr, Peto reminding me that the hall being empty is what the hall should look like June 2Tth once grudution
enids.

Throughout the 4 years here, we've made some great contections with others. When thinking about the “relationships™
mude with the people in these past 4 years, it seems os if we've known these people all our lives. These people are the ones
who always made us feel like we're not alone. Becuise we all went throtigh the struggles of high school wgether. These
riends are the ones who we'll remember s we reminisce aboot high school. IT T could stand mnﬂ talk ahout all the
people who 1"ve gotten 1o know the past 4 years, we wouldn't be leaving until the start of uni. these guys.
Enjoy their company while you still can during this summer. Because these are the people who showed us that we're never
alone.| know people say thal “high schoal is a chapier in life" and “now you're moving on 1o another chapter™ and so
o | don’t abways like this example because it almrost % it seem like your life Is already set in stone. In reafity, high
whool has helped shape and define us into who we afe right noow aned wll of this helps well us what we'll be doing later. It
character development. Because you, cach and every one of you, are the main charscter in your stories. IF you don't like
who you are, then you change. You hate your slory : Do something about it. These stories are constantly being written and
rewtillen as we live and make decisions and change. Be the main chasacier, Slay that deagon, bearn that magic, discover the
mysterics of the universe, solve o murder. After all. if you don’t Hive out your story, who will? Thank yvou. @
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